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STATEC presents  
the first results of the  
37e population census 
The 37th population census in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg took place from 08 November to 05 December 
2021 and the first results are now available. 643,941 people were counted as residents. The population of the 
country has increased by 25.7% (131,588 people) compared to the last census in 2011 when there were 
512,353 inhabitants. The proportion of women (49.6% in 2021) is slightly lower than in 2011 (50.2%). The 
ageing of the population continues: the average age of the population is 39.7 years, 1 year older than in 2011. 
The number of centenarians has increased from 67 in 2011 to 91 in 2021 (+35.8%). 

TABLE 1: DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS FOR 
LUXEMBOURG, 2011 VS 2021 

Census 2011 Census 2021 

Population 512 353 643 941 

Women 257 386 319 586 

Men 254 967 324 355 

Share of 
women 50.2% 49.6% 

Share of men 49.8% 50.4% 

Average age 38.7 years 39.7 years 

Median age 39.0 years 39.0 years 
People aged 
100+ years 67 91 

FIGURE 1: POPULATION STRUCTURE BY AGE AND SEX 
IN 2011 AND 2021 
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A modern and digital census 
The 2021 census was presented with a number of new features, including a completely modernised questionnaire 
and, for the first time, the possibility of completing the questionnaire digitally, an option chosen by 48% of the people 
enumerated. For the other half, approximately 110,000 paper questionnaires were received from the 102 
municipalities and collected by 1,841 enumerators. Nearly 4 out of 5 people responded to the population census. 
The participation rate at the national level is around 79% and slightly lower than for the 2011 census (85% 
participation). For the 2021 census, Luxembourg has moved for the first time from a so-called "traditional" census, 
a census that collects all the information through questionnaires, to a "combined" census that combines the data 
collected with the data from the various administrative registers, a formula that has made it possible to considerably 
reduce the statistical burden for citizens.  

Anticipating the needs of a growing population 
Population censuses are both the oldest and the most complex statistical operations. The main advantage of 
censuses is undoubtedly their ability to provide essential socio-economic information such as age structure, sex, 
nationality, marital status, occupation, educational level and housing conditions, not only at the national level, but 
also at the level of cantons, municipalities, localities and, for the first time, at the level of European grids which divide 
the European continent into portions of one square kilometre. The census data facilitate the forecasting of needs 
for spatial planning, schools, nurseries, hospitals, old people's homes, care homes and housing. 

A new interactive and fun online presentation 
STATEC has created a new section on its statistical portal specifically dedicated to the interactive, accessible and 
entertaining presentation of census results. Throughout 2023, information on territory, immigration, 
households, languages, education, the labour market, mobility and housing will be progressively 
presented in order to provide a complete overview of the country's demographic situation. 

For more information 
Press office |📞📞 +352 247-88455 | � press@statec.etat.lu

statistics.lu 
This newsletter may be reproduced in whole or in part provided the source 
is acknowledged. 

Stay tuned! Subscribe to our newsletter 

mailto:press@statec.etat.lu
https://statistiques.public.lu/
https://statistiques.public.lu/fr/support/newsletter.html
http://links.comgouv.lu/lnk/AYkAAACglCIAActI7vwAANwpcuEAARphcCYAGoBmAAigUwBjT7I3QUObqFCgRDuSmARLa6l8kgAGzXk/4/beW_Ss19uBqXdppGy4NKIg/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL1N0YXRlY0x1eGVtYm91cmc
http://links.comgouv.lu/lnk/AYkAAACglCIAActI7vwAANwpcuEAARphcCYAGoBmAAigUwBjT7I3QUObqFCgRDuSmARLa6l8kgAGzXk/5/oWbjUhECRpPjUcsVEOrpIQ/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvc3RhdGVj
http://links.comgouv.lu/lnk/AYkAAACglCIAActI7vwAANwpcuEAARphcCYAGoBmAAigUwBjT7I3QUObqFCgRDuSmARLa6l8kgAGzXk/6/QLxtQoEv9Ka6-wz6h02cjw/aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9TVEFURUM
http://links.comgouv.lu/lnk/AYkAAACglCIAActI7vwAANwpcuEAARphcCYAGoBmAAigUwBjT7I3QUObqFCgRDuSmARLa6l8kgAGzXk/7/Fgb8e0Jh64_6mRXU4WUXCA/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vY2hhbm5lbC9VQ2RTb2RsTGNtbHRWY0R0cmxzbHktQVE
https://statistiques.public.lu/en/recensement.html

	A modern and digital census

