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Abstract: The talk aims to give an overview of subjective well-being in the light of different types of 
inequality. Starting with the individual, I will present how subjective well-being is socially structured – and 
how (and if) that relates to inequality. Since inequality can, ultimately, only exist between people and thus 
only on aggregate level, I will then move on to macro-level. I will review the more popular arguments in 
the social science literature on why inequality is detrimental to a society’s overall level of subjective well-
being and contrast these arguments with empirical evidence. In addition to economic inequality, which is 
(mostly due to availability and comparability) most widely used in research, I will also explore measures 
of social and environmental inequality. In the final part, I will then move on to inequality in well-being 
itself – which has not been extensively researched yet – looking at antecedents as well as consequences. 

Dr. Leonie C. Steckermeier is a postdoctoral researcher at the Chair of Macrosociology, University in 
Magdeburg, Germany. She earned her master's degree in Empirical Political and Social Sciences from 
Stuttgart University, and successfully completed her PhD in sociology at Otto-von-Guericke University 
Magdeburg in 2022. Her research expertise centers around the domains of quality of life and subjective 
well-being, social inequality, individual autonomy, and trust. Her work has been published in several 
international journals such as International Journal of Comparative Sociology, World Development and 
Social Indicators Research. 

The webinar will be held in English via Cisco Webex and recorded 

REGISTER 
Or use the link: https://etat.webex.com/weblink/register/raa2a8ed60f7c58b67637af03364dbb62 

 

 
For more information on the seminar series, please check the website here. 

You can also follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube. 
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